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A WORTH-WHILE GIFT—You can make
your fricnds happy every day In tho
Year by mending them =1 subseription
10 THE RICIMOND TIMES-DISIPATCH
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PLAN TODAY TO
SHOP _EARLY.
TOMORROW WILL

BeE A SPLENDID
DAY TO PO IT.

MORE SHOPPING DENMS |
BEFORE CHORISTMAS b

&‘f

The Menace of the Soothsayer

RREST in Baltimore of an individual who
once did business as n clairvoyant and

——

soothsayer in Richmond calls attention to
the menace such persons are to any com-
munity in which they are permitied to

operate,
‘This particular astrologer is held respon-
sible for the disappearance.of n considerable

does weighs most heavily on an element of
the community which has much smaller sums
to lose. The aggregate, howeover, is Lre-
mendous. A Chicago slar, who was taken
into custody the other day, confessed that
he had paid $400 a month in- protection
money to the police, and yet had an incomo
of £30,000 a year. ]

It seems ahnost inconceivable that In this

age there: is enough of folly and credulity !

left in the world to make a business of this
character profitable.

Unemployment and Manunl Efficiency

HE author of the letter signed “Unem-
ployed,"” whieh is printed in the Volee

ol the People Column this morning, does Tho |
helieves |

Times-Dispatch an injustice if he
this newspaper favors the resteietion of chari-
table assistance to those capabhle of doing
“efficient manual ‘labor.”” Our thought was,

and is, however, that the city should not hire |

men for work of this type, or any other type,
whether regularly or in an emergency, unless
they uare capable of performing the service
for which they arce employed. :

The fact is, the situation of men not
cupable of deoing “eflicient manual labor' is
far more pathetie, in periods of finaneinl
stress and resulting unemploymébnt, than that
of their hardier and stronger hrothers,
Surely they should be helped, and =urely they
will be iL I]:ﬂ-?“é:gptﬁ 1o the proper agencies
orEreliariTee ot
* But ihey should not be hired to do a worlk
for which they are physically ineapncitated.
That is an injustice to them, and, in the
special case under constderation, would bo
an injustice to the city.

“Hark! From the Grave a Mournful Sound!™

THE
a voery conservative organ of opinion,

has come oul, if we understand it corroctly,.

for the free eninage of silver,  The Post does
not in terms indorse the old ratio of sixteon
to ane, but prohably it is ready to supply a
ratio, along with other details, just as soon

ag  its  propaganda  hns  made  suffieient
Progress,
“Are these moen,”” exelaims the PPost, re-

ferring to the bankers and other participants
in the Crime of 73, “who have demonstrated
the folly of their financial views, to be al-
lowed to keep the business of the world in
the finuncial straitjncket which they plueced
upon it~/when they demonctized silver and
narrowed the basis of final redemption
the world's curreney?’”

Well, The Times-Dispatei is not on the
witness stand, but if it were called on to
make a eategorical answer to that question,

the answer would he “Yes"” Everybody knows |
that free silver is dead, and almost every- |

body had thought, until the Post rattled its
dead bones, that it was as comfortably buried
ag its friends could possibly wish,
raking around in a political graveyard?

Mexican Goose and Ewropean Guuder
O far as we have heard, nobody has yoet
risen to suggest that
siould rise in its might and send an ArmMYy
into Europe, there to make effecetive protest
against the destruction of the property of
American citizens and the interference with
Ameriean business that the European® war
has caused.  And yet, when there was o revo-
Jution In Mexico and American Interests of
largely inferior value were menaced, 'wu
had  such  demands  for  breakfast cvery
morning.

Then it was argued constantly that It was
the duty of President Wilson 1o stop the
fighting in  Mexleo, because an incidental
product of that fighting was a condition which
.made  Amerfean  investments unprofitable
There were, of course, other Incitements to
and justifications of intervention, including
the Monroe Doctrine and it supposed obli-
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umount of money, but the’eyil the fraternity |

Washington Post, usually regarded as |

of |

Why go !

this government |
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gations, but the destroyed property argu-
ment was one of the most conspicuous.

The injury Inflicted on our commerce and
trade by the European war is immeasurably
greater than that caused ' by the Mexican

revolution. 1Indeed, the war in Europe has
produced nation-wide depression in the
United. Stf#es, prostratod a whole Industry

‘and almost a whole section, choked the chan-
nels of trade, caused hundreds, perhaps
thousands, of business fallurcs, and thrown
hundreds of thousands of men out of em-
ployment. :

one¢ of the most consplecuous of the combat-
.ants, it {s far less justified than the uprising
In Mexico, for the German Crown Prince has
declared the European confijct to be the most
stupid and senseless in all history.

If we owe our nationals the duty our jingo

should we not clean up Britain and Germany
and then start in on France, Russia, Austria-
Hungary, Turkey, Servia and Belgium? Bel-
glum, of course, might insist that it never
wanted to fight, but that would make no dif-
ference to truly martial spirits. On the
other hand, it might point out that it was
rather completely pacified already, under
German auspices, and that excuse might
galn a more favorable hearing.

The fact is that the morality of ‘‘restoring
order” to another nation, on the ground that
the restorer’s business interests are suffering,
is very largely a matter of expediency.

—

An Appeal for the Suffering

HE TIMES-DISPATCH appeels this morn-
! ing to Richmond’s wealth and comfort
in behalf of Richmond's poverty and suffer-
ing.- The answer should be prompt and gen-
erous. The situation is such that the ordin-
ary and accustomed resources of organized
charity are totally inadequate. Means of
relief, if they are to be applied, must be pro-
vided promptly and from the pockets of that
great sectlon of the community whose pos-
sessions exceed thelir needs.

The Assoclated Charities, certainly not a
hysterical or excitable jnstitution, estimates
that 5,000 Richmond Wage-earners are out
of employment. To meet the situation so
crented the Associated Charities will require
a fund twice as large as it {s wont to expend
for purposes of emergency relief. Without
this additional fund there will be hunger,
anguish, death,

Richmond's unemployed are not more nu-
merous proportionately than those of most
other Ameriecan cities. Compared with some
others, indeed, our situation is fortunate.
In Boston, New York, Philadelphia, Balti-
more—uall along the Atlantic Coast—special
appeals are being made and generously an-
swered, .

Our need, nevertheless, is great. Some of
] the city’'s most important industries are closed
down, ‘and others are wnrkh}g on part time,
Building operations, as the last report of the
‘Building TInspector disclosed, have heen
largely 'suspended. IFactories of many de-
sceriptions have found it necessary to curtall
t thelir forces.

. All this spells want and suffering unless
{ those who can give do glve generously. The
| rich may share their abundance and will do
| 80, but all who have steady employment and
| look forward In confldence to a winter of
| comfort and happiness, can give and should
i.gi\'e according to their more slender means.
|
]
{

This is o community problem, and the com-
munity should face and solve it. The pro-
vision of relief should not be turned over
lo any one class of cilizons. In such an
I emergency il should be a privilege, as it is
an opportunity, to testify the possession of
# real clvic conscience. Every contribution
will help. No one should gefrain from giv-
ing beeouse his contribution. must needs be
smuall,

There is Lhe situation, stated plainly and
without exaggeration or undue ecmphasis.
What will Richmond do with it?

Solution of the Domestie Service Problem

HE ecaption iy deceiving. It somehow
conveys the idean that we are going to
{ tell an anxious world that Mr. Edison has
i perfectod a device which wlll rise promptly
" at 6 o'cloek in the morning, start the kitchen
| fire,
throughout the day antll 10 o'eloek at night
with all the household affairs, minus incom-
petence, minus afternoons and-evenings off
and minus quitting with or without a mo-
ment’s notice.  But the wrinkled problem of
{ domestic serviee’ has not been solved by the
clectrical and sleepless Mr. Edison. That
greal conundrum has been answered by @
¢+ Judicial deelsion,  In this wise;
A female domestic servant—an ugly locu-
tion, that, but there is no better—was ar-
rested at the instance of Nher ‘employer,
charged with larceny of a gown and jewels.
Taken beforg a learned judge, the maid was
trinvmphantly discharged. * She had obvious-
Iy not stolen the flounces and geegaws, he-
cause she had returned from her evening's
pleasuring to the place of her ancillary ac-
- tivities wearing them.” If she had wanted
to steal the things she would not have re-

Cturped with them. As sho did bring them
buek on her person—presumably she adorned
them more than they her-—she was not guilty
of lnreeny.  Wise judge. Good law.

The heartening application of this judg-
| ment, its prompt solution of the problem of
! getling and keeping maidservants, is that in or-

der to attain these hitherto unattainable ends
it is now only neccessary for the “lady of the
| house” to maintain a wardrobe and jewel

{ the needs and taste of her domestic helper.
| By one judgment the great' obstacle in the
way of keeping a happy home has bheen swepl
away. The clothes difference no longer
exists, and that has leen the insuperable
harrier (o recruiting competent domestic
servants.  Many a girl who has gone into
the factory would have gone into’the kitechen
were it not Lthat she scorned to lower herself
by .being brought inte daily association with
| one of her own sex who wore better clothes.
But now the mistross’'s wardrobe and jewel
| hox aro her servant’s.
| Great arc the courts, -and ‘they shall pre-
P vall!

I Governor Jt:%mson. of California, and

Francis J. Heney have fallen out, and Heney
begins to ery “Graft' in reference to the Pro-
gresslve party’'s State campaign. More dis-
integration of the army 'that stood at Ar-
mageddon and battled for the Lord!"”

If the German Reichstag wants to win the
Nobel peace prize, suppose it gently but
firmly abolishes the military clique.

The Pere Marquette Railroad has mislaid
a few trifling millions of dollars. They can
search us! ;

—

All the world loves a lover—when he 8
} speechiless with emotion. ..

Moreover, if we are to take the opinion of-

friends were wont to say we owe them, why"

make and serve breakfost, and so on-

cnge of suflicient splendor and variety to snit’

iany

SONGS AND. SAWS

. L -

i Truth In Hiding.
You'll find It hard as hard can be
To tell who truth aro telling=
Among war writers, fancy-free,

Who keop the cables yelling,

From somc we learn a German corps
Is trapped, and faces capture; i
_ While others sing that corps' exploits
With true Teutonle rapture,

From Berlin, through the  atmosphere,
We hear of feats in Flanders; .
But Parls swears these tales insult .
The wits of goese and ganders. »

The fact {8, Truth keceps in her well,
And to get out's not trying— 3

She finds it much the aafest place
While shot and ahell are fiylng,

The Feanlmint Snys: |
Waonder If these lads who are shrieklng so
loudly for a bhiggoer army and navy have any

thought of enlisting themselves in these new:

creations!

InwufMcient.

Captain Bullet—I must re-
member when I go home to
write to the Times about the
crude neglect of forestry hero
in Belgium. This tree should
be at least three times as
clarge.

Dividing the Income.

First Suffragist—What proportlon of the hus-
band's income has your league decided should
be allotted to tho wife?

Second Ditto—We haven't reached an exact
decislon jJust yet, Lut we all agrees It should
be high enough to keep the man from wasting
any money on tobaceo. Smoking's a filthy habit,
Anyhow.

A Nusinesn-Like Vieyr. !

Stubbs—When is your daughter's marringoe to
take pluce. .

Grubbs—She and her mother have concluded
to postpone the ceremony until the return of
prosperity. They thought the financial depres-
slon might have an unhappy {nfluence on the
quantity and guality of the wedding presents,

fThe Prestdent refuses to
Yield to the jingoes’ clamor,
Dut keeps In hls accustomed swway,
No matter how they hammer.
It irks them sore that he should act
In this unfeeling manner,
Instend of throwing to the breeze
Grim war's ensangulned banner.
THE TATTLER.

Chats With Virginia Editors

HEditor Johnston, of the Virginia Gagette, nn-
nounces: “The December Farmers Auction,
coming just before Christmas, should be made
an elaborate affair. All of our farmers ahould
make it a point to be here on that day, Batur-
day, December 12, with semothing to offer on
the market” And Johnston makes it plain in
the ensuing hall-golumn heralding the event
that the farmer who comes Into Willlamsburg
thiat day waillng about hard times is thn first
thing the auctionecr is going to knoek down,

By way of wvarlety, the Harrisonburg Newas-
Record puls It this way: “Here's hoping that
the girls down ut the Normal School will Join
tho general movement in Roeckinghnam for shop-
ping early! Just as if the girle were not al-
waye rondy to shop early, and late when they
have the price!

Case cited by the Newport News Times-Iler-
ald: “We once knew o justice of the pence who
told the reporters thnt he thought the news-
papers ought to give him a ‘puff® for refusing
Lo deeept a’brive from nn Ignorant negro.” That
'snuire, no doubt, felt that he was entitled te
somo recognition for a signal deed of self-re-
straint, Othery also run, and pome are eclected.

Imported dances have no charm for '‘Editor
Hedderly, of the Houston Rocord-Advertiser,
who says: “Whether or not the new dance eraze
has spent its course matters little to us country
folky, " We shall keep right on with the ecorn
club eanter and the tomato elub trot.” The bean
brenkdown, the squash shufMe and the rye reel
are apparently no longer Inéluded in Hallfax
County's repertolre of barn dances,

The Radford "own Council,

it appears, has

lost prestige, and there is a movement on foot,.

apurred by the Itadford News, to substitute for
the present form d6f government the commis-
ston form. Editor Maginnis gently intimates in
the Nows to the Council that, while the mem-
bers of that body may be just stewards, they
nre nol just the sort Lo contribute to the up-
building® of the town, He adds “When wo get
commission i:u\'r:rmmmt,_ we moy  confidently
hope tor ellicient government., Counellmanic
government s inofflecient, costly and srouble
Lreeding.  Lets abolish the Council.,” Council
recontly voted down a proposgition to employ o
business managor on salary, thus indieating a
declded antipathy to both salary el commis-
slon.

Editor Black, who s noL so gombre in ex-
pectations ns in name, gives this assurance in
iis DBuena Viata Herald: *'Yes,- you can dig
down and spend that Christmas money without
fear of where the next dollar s coming
1t is on the-way, and hitting the high

1ilke for the high places!

Trom,
plnces"

"

- Current Ed_itorial Comment

. When thi Federal logerve Ilank
Doom of Oll of this district receives and eredits

Clenring nt par cheeks on any ot Ity mem -
et lFer banks, or by them, on any
Aysiem other reserve bank, the end of

tie old clearing system Is near,
The number of checks now recelving this privi-
lege I not-large, but the principle is established.
Hueretofore it has cost money to ship money
belween New York and Chleago. Sweh transfers
ean now be made even more easgily and cheaply
than gold ig telegraphed between subtreasuries.

The clenring-house has accepted what it called |

the hnpossible, now become the inevitable, Tt
has onlarged the “discretionary” pointa upon
which banks may make charges for colledtion.
No doubt in time it will nbolish the list. Checks
will come to be cleared between citles ns now
they are cleared between banks In single cities,
It is an approximation to & national par for
checks, and goea fnr toward climinating ex-
changes of packages of cash by ¢xpress. A
gerateh of the pen wlll do the work, and the
passing of crodits back and forth will offset
ecach other, except as to a balanee. BEven such
balances may come to be settled by a check
upon @ central fund of gold. Dreamers have
ovon imagined that such an internntfonnl atock
of gold might be the basla of world scltlements,
nlong the linea of tho clearing system, now
cutabllished upon broader lines than ever beforo
were known, There is a gimllar system In Ger-
many, but banking In Germany Is on a smaller
scale of territory and volime. The avoldance
uof the eost and trouble of the old system is
even less Important than the foacllitating of the
movement of credit, Dollars which move faster
can do more work.—New York Times, 3

Drazil differs from other Latin-

America’s  Amerlean républics, « In the first
Youngest pluce, Brazil ig the only Portu-
Republic guese-American country. All the

others, except the Unlted Statan,
whieh is Tnglish, and Haiti,
which is French, are Bpanish, Moreover, Iirazil
fs the only natlon which did not achieve Intie-
pendenca from the mother country by process
of revolution. During the Napoleonic wars,

Brazll, much lagger and more Important than,

Portugal, beeamo the seat of the Portuguese
government and the residence of the Portugucse
King, When the government returned to Lisbon,
Brazil established itd independence by, retaining
n sclon of the roynl Iortuguese House of
Bragnnza as Its Emperor. For two genorations
Drazll remalned an empire, while the Spanish-
X . ! ¢ 4

T et R LA

apatriotic,

A jcan stntes were all ropublics. - It was just
twenty-five yoars ngo that the Brazilion empire,
the last monarchy on tho Wéstern Humluphere,
ceased to exlist. A bloodless rovolution estab-'
lished the Brazilian republiec. Both as emplre
and as republie, Brazil hns been n progressivo
land. Her vastness of territory and her varlety
of population haye been definite drawbacks;
but, In spite of theso,-Brazil has made heorsclf n
grent natlioh,—Cloveland Plain Dealor.

e
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Gossip .from “Down Home"

“In-his latest oftort Rudyard rhymes ‘home"
with ‘come,'" says tho Newbern Bun.  "Roor
Kip! All this exgitemont is too much for him;
le really nceds Trest und quiet.” That'a noth-
ing. When n war poet gets to.golng well, he
cean make "war"” rhyme with “saw.”

The Ralelgh Nows and Observer takes an-
othér swat at the late Carranza: “The general
Impression {8, It says, “that General Carranza
made a very indifferent sort of _presiding ofil-
cer.” The time is ‘coming shortly when ho will
nelthor preside nor reside in’ Mexico.

If it is proper to judsmtro’m a casual re-
mark of the Durham Harald, thero ‘are still
one or two places In North Carolinn whore the
thirsty find refreshmont. Thoe Herald rellevas
itself of the following bit 5f wisdom: “CertAin-
Iy the blind tlgers are violators of tho law.
Stjll, it they did not receclve assistance from
those who consldeér themselves good citizens,
their busliness .could hardly continue profit-
able, Our understanding. was that the pos-
sessor of a thirst in the Tarheel SBtate was no
longer a good-cltlzen.

“The coming year will have many, surprises
for you. The unexpected ls golng to happen,”
muse¢s the Wilmington Btar.  The Btar need not
plume Itself on the discovery of something new
There la venerable authority for the statement
that “the unexpected always happens.” Perhaps
what the Star_means Is that the 19156 North
Carolinn raothrm team willl defeat Virginia.

Comes this paean of triumplh and jubllation
from the Greansboro, Record: *The marriago
market in this county is fine, An Increase of
over 100 for the vear Is not to be aneozed at,
especially when 'de war am gwine' on.'" Cupld
and Hymen refusc. to be overshadowed by the
cxploita of Mars.

“Shall the people rule? Shall we stand still
or go forward?' asks, in clarlon tones, the Ashe-
ville Citlzen. North Carolina, don't you hear
the gentleman spoaking to you? What's the
answer?

Hays the Rocky Mount Evening Telegram:
“Thore are some that dre boasting of wearing
cotton suita just at this time, and they are
no doubt. IHowever, we are fnding
mighty little warmth in a cotton blanket these
nights after we cut off the water before Jump-
ing into bLed.” Well, brother, why not try an-
other cotton blanket? You will be twice as
patriotle, at least, and may be twice as warm.

The Voice of the People

Protecting Women in Industry.
Ta the Editor of The Times-Dispatech:

Slr—If your corresdpondent of December 2d,
styling horself “Observer,” would enrry her
obeervatlons anent “antisuffrage sentiment” a
little further aficld, she would dlscover, for
ingtance, that In the city of Richmond hundreds
of self-supporting women have given their
names to Lthe suffrage league in recent months.
Moreover, she would f{ind that, in so doing, they
were only ' co-operating with (their brother
workmen, who In thelr Central Tabor Counecll,
and In various local unions, have Indorsed equal
suffrage Iin this city, and also in the State con-
ventions of the Federation of Labor.,

Furthermore, #he would discover that the
working women have at last waked up to the
fuct thiat thelr “inlriencles of bukliness opera-
tions" are vitally Interwoven with the apeecinl
needs of those who carry out those oporations,
anid that they—the women In Industry—ore
botter able to understand those needs than even
the male voter or the male employer of woman
labor. They have, therefore, naturnlly come to
the conclusion that thelr Interests as women
workers would be better safeguarded if- they,
ke their brolther workmen, had polltical power
to initiate and control certaln remedial and
social leginlntion afMeeting themaelves and their
children,

The recent ncotion of suffragists concerning
shavter houra was due, not to the folly of a
few ‘“fanatics,’”’ as supposed by your corrcapon-
dent, but to thg well-considered policy of the
suffrage leaggue to keep In line with the best
thought of the day in regard Lo the interests
of women in industry,, Cerlalnly, when great
States ke California, Oregoh, Washington and
Colorado enact eight-hour and elght and one-
quarter-hour laws for women, and Massnchu-
selts, New York, Ohlo, and other States of vastly
greater Industrial interests than Virglnia, re-
strict those laws to nine a day, or fifty-four n
week, ft ean scarcely ba consldered “fanatical”
or impractical for women in Richmond to seck

X

to relieve the Industrial strain upon thelr
sisters, LILA MEADE VALENTINE.

Itichmond, Decomber 4, 1114,

Help Where Help In Needed.
To the IEditor of The Tlmes-Diapatch:

Bir,—In your fssue of to-daoy and of one day
week before last, in edlterials on providing
worle for the unemployed, you say that none
but those who are able to do'efllcient manual
labor sghould he provided for. Now, who are
suffering In Rlchmond? Only “abLle-bodied men”
who are able to do “efMMelent manual laber,” men.
only who arec able to get in o diteh ten feot
deap and shovel dirt or do other work equally
Inboricus?  Othera are suffering. Those who
have been crippled or made nunfit for “efMelant
manual iabor” by the very eystem of socletly
which you ctalm is ineflicient in times like thls
must hunger and freeze,

Thia is the time of all othersa whon we need
an efficient civillzation to give able-bodied men
cfficiont manunl labor, and also provide for thoasc
less fortunpte. When you can't run business
for profit and employ the workers, you. say turn
them over Lo God. BState or municipality, and
letfthem work for taxes they have already pald
for the right to live on God's earth, provided
they are “efficient and able-bodied.” How very
conslstent Is the ‘profit system—I don't think.

“UNEMPLOYED."

Riehmond, Noyembar 4, 1914,

The Bright Side of Life

Seropulous.

“1 guesa we'd betier fix up our advertisemeont
for summer boarders right now,” said Farmer
Corntossel. .

“What for?' asked his wife,

“I don't want to write anything that ain't
truthful. There aln't any mosquitoes now an'
the nights are alwayes cool."—Washington Star.

Falr Warning. !

Trate Recrult—Yus turned me dahn on accahnt

of mee teeth, " Wot I wants ter Rnow, guv-nor,

1s this—Is It for fightin' or bitln' yer wants yer
noo ariny ?—Tatler.

Saved. '
Caller—IHow much for a marriige llcenso?
Town Clork—One dollar. -
Cnller—I've only got 60 cents,
'Il'mvn Clerk—You're lucky.—IPhiladelphia Bul-
letin, . -

Mont Particular.

Iarry—Gaertrude’s parents are very particula
about her moral education. \

Harrlet—In _what way?

Haorry—In- every way. In school last week
they wanted the teachers to cxoupse. her from
Improper fractions.—Judge. : »

Changed Her Miad, ,

Wite—Don't you-think you might manage to
keep house alone for o week while I go on a
vislt? . 4

Husaband—I gueas 80; ves, of coursc,

“But won't you be lonely and miserable?*

“Not o bit.” : d

‘flames, that only 20 per cent of Lou-
‘valn was destroyed by .tha conquerors.

“1luh! Then I won't go'—New York Woeekly,
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~ They Are

‘Giants in These Days

=

One of the Day's Best Cartoons,

e e

i W \

E‘otm' T2 ‘I"--J
CARTE(L -

—From New York Evening Sun.

I RAVISHED BELGIUM--By Will Irwin

When we firet aaw the CGerman army
come through Delglum in full, lnst Au-
gust, the month of harvests, we used
to remark easually, now and then:
“Well, there's one thing; It looks Hke
starvation in thls country this winter.”
We said It rather carelessly; we had
enough of the horror.of war on every
hand to keep us from bothering very
much about a far-awny, Imaginary
dangor. DBut the situation, when wo
stopped to think about it, ndmitted of
only one lmterpretation.

Belgium Is the most thickly popu-
Iated country In Burope; it is almost
ke one great town Intersperacd with
flelds, Asx n matter of cold stallstics,
we know that it raiserld lexs than 40
per cent. of its own food. The war
struck it ik the midst of the harveet.
Unlike Germuany and France, Relgium
had made no provision to feed Ilself
in timo of trogble. Her blgger, more
warlilke neightbors had reckoned with
the harvest as part of the plan of war.
Germany, acrosg the eastern hound-
ary, was putting . the Landstrum not
Intp the trenches, but into the ficlds,
that they might garner the last grain
of wheat. To the routh, France con-
cerned herself almost ns much with
the harvest ns with the mobilization.

Bul the war struck Belgium unpre-
parcd—In an Industrial if not in a mili-
tury sense. Tho hasty mobilization took
many of the farmers and fleld hnnds
away: and the government had no time,
in the sudden, presalng duty of reslat-
ing Invasion, to set aside other labor-
ery for thlgx work., ¥Nverywhere flelds
went ungarnered for Ilnelt of men, And |
before any. ona could touch the Iate!
eropd, the Germnns were anpon them,
fighting skirmishes and pltehed bat-!
tles all over the east and north. The
rural populution fied in great numhbers
from the ndvance, as they have been
fleclng everywhero, Through all the
gtrip which Germany usced ns a route
to IPrance, 1 saw ruined harvests, The
whent was falllng from the stulks: the
cibbnges were growlng untended.
Nevivieg the Wayns of Anclent Warfare,

The German army, In this war, has
gone baclk to some of tha ways of an-
clent warfare. The custom of tuking
hostages, for example, was supposed
to be n dead lasue by modern armles;
one thought of the days of Julius
Caesar when ho read on the walls of
evary town that Burgomeister So-and-
So and Echiving This-and-That han
Leen seized as hostnges to answer with
their lives for the good behavior cf the
populace. One thought of Alexander
when he lecarned that in every large
city they occuplied they demanded. a
cash tribute.

Again, it carrled yvou DLack to those
good old days when you learned that
every Ltown oecuplod by the Germans
a food supply, equivalent to several
dayy’ provisions for either the garrison
or the main foree, hnd been comman-
teered at once. Druseels, for examplo,
had to lny down nt once 50,000 pounds
of flour bLesides proportionnte supplies
of meat, salt and other rough provi-|
sions. Mons, when I snw it on thel
fdny after the battle with the IEnglish,
bore a sizgn commmamdesring not only
cortain supplles of food, but all the
gray cloth, the Urown leather, the;
men's shoes and Lhe socks in the shope.
And in all the path of the German ar-
mies, you missed the sight of ecattle
in the flelds. The Germans hiad eeized
them, steers and cows nlike, for boef,
Of course, the custom\of llving off the
country is not unknown to modern war-
fare, aa old Southerners who llved In
the path of Sherman's army can testify.
It remained, however, for the mothodi-
cal Germnn to reduco the matter to an
exact aclence, ‘

Wrecking of BDelginm's Industiries.:

One muat see Delgium to understand
what conquest means to a subject peo-
ple. 1 ecan scarcely express it in mere
worde, nany more than I can convey
what war menans as a whole.

Here was o manufaecturing nation,
producing little raw material, depend-
fng for the materinlas of Indusatry, as
well as for food, upon limports, and
for money upon exports. Most of these
industries stopped suddenly_and ab-
ruptly when the war came, because
the young men had gone to the front.
That was a phenomenon common to
all the Continental countries involved
in this unparalleled mess, Even in
Germany, with her admirable govern-
ment-controlled aystem, the wheuls
wenerally rested during the period of
niobilization. But the rest pulled thelr
industries together a little.

It was different wilh conguered 13el-
glum. Some of her towns, factories
and all, had been battered to piecos.
This kind of damage has probably been
cxaggeratod. I know now what I did
not realize when I saw that city In

But there remain such cities aa Tirle-
mont and Tiremond, which lle almast
flat, as o result, not of reprisals, but
of bLattles. \ 4 T

A Nation Uncmployed and Helpiesy. .
.Leave out the more torrible effocts of
war—slaughtoer, ' grief, rulncd homes,

| passed down a streot near-by, I saw

t from eorner to eorner, haranguing the
fmohe, hegging the people to go. home, |

tramping, hopeless refugees—and con-
slder this wholly as a financinl and In-
dustrinl crisis. The world never saw
the like., An Industrious, crowiled na-
tlon thrown In one month Into utter
bankruptey, lte currency becomnd sud-
denly not worth the paper on which
It was printed, 1ts whole industrial pop-
ulation out -of work, Its whole pro-
ductlon  stopped—that wae Belglum
carly in September, when the Germans
settled down upon It Iiverywhero
throughout the land the uncemployed
sut at the guars of their houses and
stired  dully at thelr conquerors be-
cnuse there was nothing else to do.
Brussels was o clty of almless, futlle
cerowds, The unemployed men and wo-
men allke, gathered in groufs on the
sldewnlks, talking under thoelr breath,
or drifted across the city In headless,
disorganized mobe. I hiember vividly
one  such mob, Buck of the Palaen
Hotel is a emiall, sunken park. As I

men  running,  heard © the pubducd
clamor of .a crowd, 1 followed. Thoy
wore pushing agalnst the rajl of the
park. I, by dodging and shoving, got
to the rall. There was nothing to see
except threg men laylng o plpe. The
crowd stared at thls spectucle for a
while with blank eyes, and drifted
away, They looked lke our army of
the unemployed in an Industrinl erigis,
only with wan ndded hopeleasness in
thelr oyes,
Saved Brussels From Louvain's Fale.
That night the German goarrlson wos
reinforeed by 3,000 men sent baek frem
the front. Without newspapers, o proy
to rumors, ‘the people belleved that
this meant n German defeat. Tho alm- |
less crowds grew brisker in thelr i
movemants;  the ‘thrill of coming |
trouble was in the alr, f
“Gientlemen,” sald the German com-
mandnnt to his Belgian hostagoes that
night, “we should hate to destroy any
part of your beautiful ecity, but yon
know what we mlght have to do!"
The Influential men of Brussels wenl

assuring them that the Germans had
not retrented. . Tho police eleared all
the public squares, The Germans
tralned three machine guna on the
Place de la Station. The garrison slopt
that plght on Its arme,

Along toward midalght an inecident
oeccurred which might have set off the:
spark. A German ofMcer came back
to his hotel very drunk, and “shot up"
the lobby with his automatle pistol.
Fortunately, hy that hour, the popu- &
Ince had gone to bed. Had it happened |1
four hours earller, this tiny break in (b
dlaeipline would probably have preclpi- 8
tated the rlot. A small thing to bring
slavghter, burnings and reprisnls, but
then the immedinte onuse of this whole
wWar was a pollee ensel >
Subject Delgiane Won't 'Talk About.

Of course, thoe war is horrible beyond
any previous conception woe have of
war: amd the heaped-up trenches of
the dead, the human wreckage in the'
bage hospitals, the eple sufferings of
the mien on the line, do not comprisc
all ite horrors. Worse, to any man
of svmpathetic spirit. is the blight 'of
misery over the Buropean peoples
whom the army has loft behind, 1But
there is  still nobillty left In war—
even such brutal, wholesale, .mechani-
cal war as this, There was n kind of
exultation in the way the Belglans dis-
missed the thought of their own losses
1t reminded once of the splrit which ]
the Californians showed after their |
comparatively minute ‘disaster in San |
Franecisco. There, It wasn't etiquetto |
for. a man to mention that he was |
ruined. Ho, too, with Ielglum. Thae
people wouldn't talkk on that subject,
A farmer who spoke some Engllsh sat
near his doorwny nenr Arles und spoko
with me—ecannily and eautiously—on
the war.

“1 suppose it will be a hard
for you here!” I sald.

“Oh, ecertainly,” sald' be, and turned
the subject to matters which interested
him more—iny news from Mong But
I came back to the subject and held
him to It, brutally; q

“I expeect starvation here,” 1 said.

“Certainly,” he replied. “My crop is
gone. So are my cattle, There's onlv
a Httle  grain in town. T have ‘twe
gons in the army"—and he went- on
talking of his sons, obllvious to his
own hungry future.

Wo have found:sinee that the prob-
lem of struggling through wil resolve
itself in the later stnges Into this:
“Have wo the food to keep our .pao-
ple allve; have we tho raw materidl
to make the necessities of war?" In
the Iater stages, money ls no good.:

Bolginm bas  noarly reached (that
Inter stage; she will probably reach it
absolutely by  Christmas. Industry
stoppgd, whereupon only the prospe-
rous and the saving had any money.
Thon enme, the stage whon even money
would not purchase #od, because the '
food was not there. A shipwrecked
crew, wrecked on n sand. bar, would
have no use for a milllon dollars—it
would: get them no food, BT
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